
   

*AN ADVENT DOXOLOGY                                                        Tune: VENI EMMANUEL, LM WITH REFRAIN 
Praise Spirit-God who comes with fire. 
Praise Jesus Christ, our heart’s desire. 
Praise Love who comes to seek us all, 

One God on whom our spirits call. 
God comes!  God comes! 

Lift heart and voice. 
The Savior comes; let earth rejoice. 

 
  HOLY COMMUNION (insert) 

 

*HYMN                           “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ”                                                                No. 154 

 

*BENEDICTION 

*POSTLUDE 
*Denotes those who are able are invited to stand in body and in spirit            ..........Depart to serve 
 

ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
201 N. PERRY ST., ST. MARYS, OH 45885 

(419) 394-3811 (Church Office)     (419) 394-8733 (Church Fax) 
                    email: smucc@bright.net  website:  www.stpaulsuccsm.com 

email for prayer chain requests to Sharon Sullivan: ssullivan@stpaulsuccsm.com 
email for Christian Education/Youth Director: christianed@bright.net  

                             
   Rev. Douglas Williamson, Interim Pastor    Kara Birt, Interim Christian Ed Coordinator 
 Jim Huckemeyer, Interim Director of Music  Cynthia Hanover, Choir Pianist 
   Ann Vogel, Organist                       Andrea Spencer, Organist 
  Tom Hevlin, Organist Emeritus                               Julie Speckman, Church School Superintendent     
 Carolyn Garrison, Administrative Assistant    Bob Schumacher, Custodian 
                  Rich Spencer, Audio and Video   Amy Keller, Confirmation Teacher 
 Amy & Mark Dieringer, Youth Directors  Amy Dieringer and Kayla Tangeman, Sunday Nursery Supervisors  
 Jeanette and Terry Tangeman, Back Bay Missionaries   
 
  Liturgist  …………...........................................................................Jane Laird 
  Acolytes …………...........................................................................Confirmands 
  Children’s Offering.......................................................................Sunday School Children 
  Missionaries................................................................................Members of our Congregation 

 
Our Giving to God November 25, 2018   

Current - $4988.00 and Mission - $114.00  
Attendance – 131  

 

Altar flowers today are from Carolyn Garrison in memory of her father, Bob VonAschen 

 

 

 
 



ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
           "We Shine For All Through Christ" 

        St. Marys, Ohio 
                                                              

December 2, 2018                            First Sunday of Advent                                       10:30 a.m. 
        Order of Service  
   ENTER TO WORSHIP 
   MUSIC FOR MEDITATION 

REFLECT 
“The spirit is breathing. 

All those with eyes to see, 
Women and men with ears for hearing 

Detect a coming dawn; 
A reason to go on. 

They seem small, these signs of dawn,  
Perhaps ridiculous. 

All those with eyes to see,  
Women and men with ears for hearing 

Uncover in the night 
A certain gleam of light; 

They see the reason to go on.” 
-- Dom Helder Camara, from The Spirit is Breathing--  

    
   CHIMES CALL US TO WORSHIP 
   LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES            
   CELEBRATING COMMUNITY                         
 Announcements  Joys and Concerns of our Church Family 
 Introduction of Guests  Birthdays 
 
   PRELUDE  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                                               Paul Karvonen 
    
   INTROIT       “Noels of Christmas” 
    
*CALL TO WORSHIP                  
        Leader:  Watch! Wait! The day of God is at hand! 
        People:  Like the bud on a tree, God’s possibilities are about to blossom! 
 
        Leader:  Stay awake!  The reign of God is very near. 
        People:  We are here, watching and waiting with hope.  May God bring justice and mercy to 
                        all people this very day.  We rejoice in God as children of the Light!       

*OPENING HYMN                “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”                                        No. 160    
 

  CONVERSATIONS AND STORIES WITH OUR YOUNG WORSHIPPERS 

  LIGHTING THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE                                                                      The Prophets’ Candle                     
 

Reader: "The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 
land of deep darkness -- on them light has shined... For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace." (Isaiah 9:2, 6) 

         
        Leader:   Today we remember the prophets of old, who demanded to be heard, who dared to 

speak of a child to come, unexpected liberator of the people, vulnerable incarnation 
of the Holiest of Holies, a new name for God. 

 
People:  Today we give thanks for the prophets among us, who bring to us surprising new 

visions of hope, who challenge us to think outside the box, who show us a future 
we never anticipated. 

 
Reader:   On this first Sunday of Advent, we light this candle as a symbol of the prophets who 

renew our faith and remind us of what may be. 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE Leader:   The Peace of Christ be with you. 

                                         People:   And also with you. 
        (People offer God's peace to those nearby.) 
 

(Those of you who are new among us today, please fill in the Welcome card that you will find in  
the pew rack and drop it in the offering plate - Thank you!)     
       

     ANTHEM                “Emmanuel, Expected Jesus (w/cello)”   Ruth Elaine Schram 
 
     READINGS FROM SACRED SCRIPTURE                            Jeremiah 33:14-16                   Luke 21: 25-36 
 
     SERMON                 “Why Wasn’t Once Enough?”                                                  Rev. Doug Williamson 
 
  *AN EARLY CHRISTMAS HYMN                    “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”                         No. 191 
                                                                                    (shhhh, don’t tell anyone!) 

    PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER   

  

    OUR OFFERINGS TO GOD 
 Offertory:       “People, Look East”     Dale Wood 



AN ADVENT SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 Liturgist: Who is invited to God’s table? 
 
 People:   All are invited; the young and the old, the rich and the poor, 
                  the lowest and the least; sinners and saints together in communion. 
 
Pastor:   Come find your place here, where there are no strangers or foreigners, 
                  only brothers and sisters in the sight of God. 
 
Liturgist:   Why do we give thanks at this table? 
 
People:   We give thanks because Jesus showed us the way; we give thanks because 

Jesus is the Way. Jesus was a gift from God for the world. He was called 
Immanuel, “God with us”.  He came to save us from sin that separates us 
from God and our brothers and sisters in the human family. 

 
Pastor:   Jesus lived a life of thankfulness and gave his life as a witness to God’s love  
                   and a sacrifice for many.  We give thanks that he is our Teacher, Inspiration, 
                     Friend, and Savior—our Christ. 

 
Liturgist:   Why do we eat and drink at this table? 
 
People:   We eat because on the night before Jesus died, he ate with his friends.  
 
Pastor:   He gave them bread and said, “This is my body which is given for you. 
                   Do this in remembrance of me.” At that same meal he took a cup of wine 
                   and said, “Drink this cup. This is my blood, the cup of the new covenant, 
                   which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” 
 
Liturgist:  What do we remember at this table? 
 

All:   We remember Jesus’ birth and his presence as God with us. 
We remember Jesus’ life and his love. 
We remember Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross. 
We remember the resurrection and the promise of life. 
We remember that in this Advent season we prepare ourselves to   
welcome Jesus anew into our hearts, our minds, our homes, and our lives. 

 
 
Pastor:     Let us pray together: 
 
       All:     God of grace, thank you for this bread and wine, 
                       and for the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ.  
                       God of hope, fill us with your Spirit today that we might 
                        have the wisdom to understand the mystery of this Table, 
                        and the depth and height and breadth and length of your love for us. 
                       Through this meal, inspire us to open our hearts and homes 
                        in this Advent season to the Christ child of Bethlehem,  
                        and strengthen us to journey always as followers of Jesus, a community 
                        of peace in a broken world. 
 

(Communion is served; we will partake of the bread/wafers all together  
once all are served, the partake of the cup together once all are served.) 

 
 Pastor:     Let us pray together once again: 
 

All: Loving God, we rejoice that in Jesus, you truly are Immanuel, “God with 
us”. 
In this season of hope, may the meal we`ve shared together nourish us 
to be your body in the world, your kingdom come, your will done on earth 
as it is in heaven. 
With the angels who announced the birth at Bethlehem we join in singing 
your praises, Glory to God in the highest.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!                      
Amen.  

 

 
 



"BREAKING BREAD" COMMUNITY MEAL  -    

 NOTICE : There will be NO MEALS in the month of December  
Breaking Bread Staff are taking a Holiday Break! Please join us back here on January 10th!  
Thank you. 

 
 

Welcome to St. Paul's United Church of Christ! 
 NURSERY AND PRE-SCHOOL TODDLER CARE - For your convenience, we have a staffed 

nursery located in the educational building.  Should it become necessary for you to leave the 
sanctuary during worship, you can view the morning service on the TV in the nursery.  
PLEASE NOTE - Only Newborn to Kindergarten age children are permitted in the Nursery 
during our morning worship service to allow safety for the newborns and toddlers.  Children 
1st Grade and older need to remain in the church and enjoy a Quiet Bag.  Thank you for your 
understanding 

 HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE rest room is located on the sanctuary level near the elevette room 
and it also contains a baby changing table. 

 ENLARGED BULLETINS & HEARING DEVICES -  available if needed (consult an usher). 
 TELEVISED WORSHIP SERVICE - our worship service here at St. Paul’s is shown on TSC cable 

- Digital channel 1 or non-digital channel 2, every Sunday at 10:30 am and also on Monday 
evenings at 7:00 pm.  There is a one-week delay of the service shown. 

 RECYCLE YOUR BULLETIN - on the registers at the North and South entrances you will see a 

tray where you can place your bulletin to be recycled (if you do not wish to take it home).  

Thank you!

 
THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday             8:00 am 
                          9:00 am 
                        10:30 am 
Mon.               11:00 am 
Wed.                 9:00 am 
                          9:30 am 
Thurs. 
                           6:00 pm 
Fri. 
Next Sun.         8:00 am 
                          9:00 am 
                        10:30 am 

Chancel Choir Practice 
Sunday School/Confirmation 
Worship with Rev. Dr. Doug Williamson 
Church office opens to the public 
Quilting 
Women’s Advent Breakfast at Zion Lutheran Church 
NO Breaking Bread 
Community Memorial Service – Wayne Street UMC 
Church closed for vacation day 
Chancel Choir Practice 
Sunday School/Confirmation 
Worship with Rev. Dr. Doug Williamson 
Congregation Meeting following worship  

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  
 A congregational meeting will be held after church service next Sunday, December 9th.  A 

vote on whether to proceed with the elevator project will take place as well as voting on 
2019 church budget and candidates for the 2019 Consistory. 

 

 
 

 

 

LAST DAY FOR DONATIONS IS DECEMBER 16TH 

 
 

 
 

The St. Paul’s UCC Women’s Guild will be holding BINGO on: 

 Dec. 10, 2018  St. Marys Living Center 7-8:00 pm 
 

 
 

 

SAVE THE DATES 
 

December 14 and 15, 2018 

Bethlehem  A*D* 
 

A dramatic Christmas Musical 

YARN is available again this year 

for hats, scarves, and mittens for the 
"Giving Tree" this coming Christmas 
season. Yarn can be picked up in the 
old kitchen off of Heritage Hall. In 
addition, there is a need for afghans 
to keep someone warm. 
 


